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Isai Maiyam Trust (NGO) 

 

Introduction 

Isai Maiyam is an independent NGO entirely powered by private donations and 

gifts. It is dedicated to supporting the poorest girls and handicapped 

youngsters in and around the city of Pondicherry, helping them build a brighter 

future. The organization offers daycare for handicapped children, safe homes 

for girls (past), after school tutoring, dance and music classes and financial 

support for teens pursuing higher education. The name Isai Maiyam means 

ΨŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΩ ƛƴ ¢ŀƳƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  

Isai Maiyam has currently three main activities: Ananda Special Day Care A 

daycare center in Pondicherry for children and young adults with disabilities. 

Art School A center near Auroville where village girls attend weekend dance 

and music classes, as well as tutoring in English and computer skills. Support & 

Guidance Around 20 mainly girls receive practical and financial support to 

pursue further education 

 

Isai Maiyam Trust India and Isai Maiyam Foundation the Netherlands 

Isai Maiyam consists of a Dutch branch and an Indian branch. Stichting Isai 

Maiyam (2004) in the Netherlands has a three-member board: Brigitte Vink ς 

Chair ,Ivar Jenten ς Treasurer, Carmen van der Linden ς Secretary. 

Isai Maiyam Trust (2003) in India has two board members: Managing Trustee ς 

Ganesan Trustee ς Sagadevan 

 

The 3 locations of Isai Maiyam Trust 

The Isai Maiyam Trust having 3 locations.  

-Pondicherry (Handicap school) 

-Koot Road (Trichitrambalam) (where the Girls Home was before but now we 

are using for dance and music classes surrounding village children) 

-Raya Pettai (Art school) 

 

The locations are all in and nearby Pondicherry, South India. 

 



     
Yƻƻǘ wƻŀŘ ό¢ǊƛŎƘƛǘǊŀƳōŀƭŀƳύ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƛǊƭǎ IƻƳŜ ƴƻǿ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 

 

      
DŀȅŀǘǊƛ !Ǌǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ wŀȅŀ tŜǧŀƛ όbŜŀǊōȅ tƻƴŘƛŎƘŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳǊƻǾƛƭƭŜύ 

 

               
Pondicherry Handicap school Ananda Special Day Care Centre 

 



Ananda Special Day Care Centre 
 

Ananda Special Day Care Centre activities 

Ananda Special School ς also known as the Handicap School ς is situated on a 

compound with two buildings, several floors, classrooms, an office, communal 

rooms, kitchen and toilets. It provides free daycare for 50 children and young 

adults with mental and/or physical disabilities. In India, these children are 

ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦέ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŦǊƻƳ 

Monday to Friday, and receive loving care from a team of eight dedicated 

teachers and helpers. Isai Maiyam offers free transportation to and from their 

homes, along with a daily program that includes classes, music, exercise, yoga, 

dance, games, and creative workshops. When funding allows, students also 

receive a free nutritious meal. In 2022, a professional tailoring workshop was 

introduced to create training program for those who are capable and 

interested. The students love having a training in tailoring. 

 

 
One of our daily activities singing  

 



 
One of our daily activities computer class/ tablet class. 

 

     
One of our daily activities puzzling and academic skills 
 
 



 
Academic skills 
 
 

    
One of our daily activities music classes            and yoga 
 

Tailoring section 
We are having since 2022 a tailoring section for learning tailoring in handicap 
school. 8 handicap students are making bags and flags. We have started 
because of some of our students were growing up from child to adult and we 
want to make a different activity apart from school activities. They have 
followed a training program for learning tailoring with guidance of professional 
trainer tailor. The bags and flags are given as gift for guests who are passing by 
Handicap school.  
 
Tailoring offers a profound dual benefit for handicapped adults: it provides a 
pathway to financial independence and serves as therapeutic rehabilitation. 



Customizing adaptive clothing also improves the daily dignity and mobility of 
wearers. 
 
How Tailoring Empowers Adults with Disabilities 
Financial Independence: Tailoring and garment-making are highly viable 
vocations that can often be practiced from home. It breaks down traditional 
employment barriers, allowing individuals to earn a living wage regardless of 
physical mobility limitations. Our youth will get small striven for their work for 
what they are very proud of it. Globally, disabled youth face severe 
discrimination and physical barriers that exclude them from traditional jobs. 
Creating avenues for them to earn money is a matter of basic human rights, 
dignity, and economic growth. 
Therapeutic Value: Occupational therapists use sewing and tailoring as an 
activity to enhance fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, cognitive 
processing (following patterns), and upper-body strength.  
Boosts Self-Esteem: Our students are proud of what they are making and are 
happy that we are giving these products as an gift for our pass by visitors and 
sells something in shops in the Netherlands, which improves confidence, social 
inclusion, and overall mental health.  
 
 

 
Raji on tailoring machine working 



History of Handicap school 

Punitha (1988) is married to Sagadevan and mother of two children (8 and 11). 

She is general manager of Ananda Special Daycare and works as a music 

teacher in Art school also. Punitha lives with her family close to the Art school. 

Punitha moved in to IM children home when she was seventeen years old. Her 

parents got divorced and the home situation was unstable. She was in her final 

year of high school and a friend recommended IM. She lived in Isay Maiyam 

children home for about six year. Living in Isai Maiyam children home, Punitha 

was introduced to music. She learned to play percussion and wanted to learn 

more. With support from IM she studied four years of performing arts, 

followed by a teacher training. During that time Punitha also started working in 

a special school for disabled children. She loved the work so much, she 

suggested IM should start a similar school for handicapped children. And so 

Ananda Special Daycare came to be! What started in 2010 with just two 

children, is now a full operating day care school with 50 students and seven 

teachers. For fifteen years Punitha has been running the school with much love 

and dedication. Her biggest dream is to be able to continue for many more 

years to come.  

 
Certificate for being the BEST INSTITUTION FOR THE BEST WORK DONE FOR 
THE CAUSE OF DIFFERENT ABLED in 2019 
In 2019 we got this certificate. See picture. 
 
¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ 

ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀōƭŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ WǳǎǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦ 



 

Government of Puducherry Directorate of social welfare 

Certificate for being the BEST INSTITUTION FOR THE BEST WORK DONE FOR THE 

CAUSE OF DIFFERENT ABLED.in 2019 

 

Annual day  
Annual Day celebrations April 2025 for our students with disabilities are 
organized by our Handicap school staff to showcase talent, promote inclusion, 
and celebrate milestones in rehabilitation and education. These events 
typically feature cultural performances and interactions with community 
leaders as trustees and staff. 
 

 



 
Annual day April 2025  

 

 

Outing to beach side Pondicherry and Marine Kingdom Chennai 
In summertime we went out with handicap students to park and beach side 
Pondicherry and another day we visited the Marine Kingdom! VGP Marine 
Kingdom in Chennai is India's first and largest walk-through underwater tunnel 
aquarium, located on the East Coast Road (ECR) in Injambakkam. It spans over 
70,000 square feet and features a 70-meter acrylic tunnel that immerses 
visitors in various aquatic ecosystem. Last year 2024 we also went and this 
ȅŜŀǊ нлнр ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
 



 
Day out handicap students April 2025 
 
 

 
Marine Kingdom Chennai 



 

Independents day celebration 
Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнр ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǝƴƎ 

ŎŀƪŜΦ  

 

 
Independents day celebration august 2025 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Nayagan nayagan maatru kalivizha festival cultural DANCE and SPORTS 

¢ƘŜ bŀȅŀƎŀƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ tƻƴŘƛŎƘŜǊǊȅ όƻƊŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ bŀȅŀƎŀƴ aŀŀǘǊǳ 
YŀƭŀƛǾƛȊƘŀύ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘƭȅπ
ŀōƭŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ Lƴ tƻƴŘƛŎƘŜǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
/ƘŜƴƴŀƛ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ hǳǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ  ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ 
ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΗ The initiative of this program aims to boost the 
confidence of differently-abled children and promote a more inclusive and 
supportive environment in Pondicherry 
 

Key details about the program: 
Organizers: The program is organized by the Karma Yogi Trust in collaboration 
with Prasana Dance Studio. 
Purpose: It acts as a platform for empowerment, inclusion, and breaking 
barriers for individuals with special needs. 
Activities: The event includes sports competitions, cultural performances (such 
as dance, music, and Silambam), and a talent showcase. 
Inclusion & Exhibition: The event features stalls where special needs students 
sell handmade products, including jewelry, farm produce, and handwoven 
mats. 
Participants: The program draws participants from various special schools and 
homes, such as Sristi and Oasis Trust. 
Support & Presence: The event has been attended by dignitaries such as the 
Minister of Home and Assembly Speakers, emphasizing its significance in local 
community welfare.  
 



 
Dance program Chennai Handicap students October 2025 
 

            
Stage program in Pondicherry 
 
 

 
Going Chennai for program 



     
Staff and students in Chennai for program 
 
 

 
Program in November Pondicherry YOGA 
 



 

 

 



             
Nayagan program prizes 

 
Food sponsor 
Many times in the year people from Pondicherry or from surrounding places 
will come and give lunch or snacks to our children. 
Sponsoring food for special needs schools in India is critical because it directly 
alleviates severe classroom hunger, boosts enrollment, and ensures optimal 
nutrition for children with physical or cognitive disabilities. Local people are 
uniquely motivated to get involved to build stronger communities, celebrate 
personal milestones, and guarantee that vulnerable local children receive 
culturally appropriate meals 
 

 Food sponsor give lunch 



 
Sponsor came to give all kids snacks  
 

Diwali 
Diwali celebrations for students with disabilities (handicap) focus on inclusion, 
joy, and empowerment. These events aim to bring festive joy, dignity, and 
sensory-friendly experiences to disabled children. They ensure everyone enjoys 
the lights and festivities, breaking social stigma. 
 
We are celebrating each year Diwali with our handicap students.  
 
5ƛǿŀƭƛΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 5ŜŜǇŀǾŀƭƛΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ IƛƴŘǳ ϦŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘǎϦ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ 5ŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǎƪǊƛǘ ŦƻǊ ϦǊƻǿ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣϦ ƛǘ 
ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŜǾƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜΦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ōȅ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƻƛƭ ƭŀƳǇǎΣ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
ǎǿŜŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǩƴƎ ƻũ ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪǎΦ  



 
Fire works with Diwali November 2025 
 
 

 
Saraswati Puja  
Saraswati Puja is a Hindu festival celebrating the goddess of knowledge, arts, 
music, and wisdom, held annually on the fifth day of spring (Vasant Panchami) 
in the month of Magha. It signifies the start of spring, promotes the pursuit of 
learning, and involves worshipping Goddess Saraswati with yellow attire and 
offerings. We celebrated with our handicap students this festival. 
By Saraswati Puja one of the traditions is: Education and New 
Beginnings: Students place their books and pens before the goddess for 
blessings. And for Arts and Creativity: Artists, musicians, and performers 
dedicate their instruments to the goddess, marking a renewal of their creative 
pursuits. As our Trust doing lot of music and dance arts and educational things 
this festival is a significant occasion to celebrate the importance of education, 
art, and the intellectual and artistic accomplishments in one's life. 
 
 
 



 
Saraswtti Pooija October 2025 
 

    
Games playing Saraswatti Pooija              Trustee Sagadevan handle over packet for staff 
 
 
 



 
Saraswati puja with musical instruments  
 

 
Sound garden Auroville 
SVARAM Sound Garden in Auroville is an interactive, experiential sound space 
featuring unique, handcrafted acoustic instruments made from stone, 
bamboo, and metal. Located on Kottakarai Road, it offers 1-hour guided tours 
to explore sound through vibration and play, rather than performance. We 
visited with our handicap students and was an very nice experience!  
Sound garden can help empower handicap people by offering them choices, 
increasing motivation, and encouraging physical activity and coordination. It 
can also be used to learn new things.  With the help of music handicap children 
can learn how to listen to different kind of sounds.  
 



 
Visit sound garden Auroville 
 

     
Visit sound garden Auroville by handicap students 
 
 



 
Visit sound garden Auroville by handicap students 
 

 
Visit sound garden Auroville by handicap students 
 


